COLT*S MILITARY spec M4 is not only fun to shoot, but has that *Caolt feel” when shot. It comes onto the California scene with several new and exciting AR models.

BY STEVE COMUS

Cal, Guns & Hnbing (runs
Ealitaw

Colt is making blg news by
offering five differemt AK
rifle  wariantis on  the
Californla market, This |s
significant, because their AR
models offer premium per-
formance at market prices.
We're talking good deals
and mega-bang for the buck
Here,

Actually, Colt's Manufac-
turlng Company LLC is alsa
making news all owver
Gundom in that following a
number of years when maost
production was for military
use in the wariowus war
2omes, Colt §s now refocus-
ing on the commercial mar-
ket Welcomie back

Models  available  in
Califormia ane:

LEG92IOCA — This civil-
lan version of the M4 |5 the
bread and butter patrol rifle
for law enforcement, I s
10 mil spec imilitary
specification).

LEGR40CA — The differ-
ence between this model
amd the LEGSZOCA s that
this model has a monolithic
LT receiver

CROT24CA — This is one
of Colt™s accurized rifles. It
features & heavy barrel with
I turn in 8 inches twist and
can deliver % to #-inch
groups at 100 vards. It is a
fantastic rifle for marks-
manship, varmint hunting,
ele, where best accuracy
possible 15 desired.

GO2OCMP-B — This is the
same as the patrol rifle, but
with Magpu! furnitare on it,
By having Colt bundling
the poodies, shooters save
money, compared to after-
market prices.

One thing that sets Colt
AR rifles from some of the
others Is that at Colt, every
rlfle is test fired 30 rowunds
at factory,

Although the heavy bar-
el puns  come  without
sighits, the sights that are on
the other rifles are all tested
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(o oerifrriaed [Frinen jlaq-rjrlrn e
for function and sighted-in,
This means that ecach and
every rifle has been tested to
make sure that it works — all
of it, right down o the
sighits,

"We've been making that
platform  for 50 vears-plus,
explained Colt's Douglas
Campbell. “All of the toler-
ances and engingering specs
have belonged to Colt all
along. Colt owns the engi-
neering  drawings.  We've
made millions of them (AR
riflesp.”

Literally, Caolt has béen
there, from  Vietnam o
Afghanistan and all of the
other places in between,

To have a mil spec item,
which the Colt rifles are,
they have gone through 4
process that tles the military
contract that Is moniiored by
government inspectors, qual-
ity contral and testing stan-
dards. This makes sure It does
what It s suppaosed to do,

Of the models being
offered In Californla, all of
the ones with CE designa-
tions are acourized gans that
are more of a sporting type or
hunting type rifle, The other
three share the same compo-
ments as for Dept. of Defense,

The barrel, chamber, bole
carrier groap — all of those
on the Colt are very robust
and mil spec. All Colt cham:-
hers are 5.56mm NATO.

There is a magnetic parti-
cle inspection test done on
all Colt rifles, After a rifle
passes the MY (Magnetic
Yartiched test, MIPP is stamped
on the bolt and barrel, as is C
for Colt and MP on bareel. To
pass, every single barrel and
bolt goes through an over
pressure pest of FO000 psi 1o
make sure It can handle high
pressuce, Colt then takes rifle
barrel and bolt and does a
magnetic particle test on
them, Barrels on mil spec
Barrels are chrome lined.
Accurized barrels are not
chirome lined

Colt has been pretty much
absent from the commercial
market for the past 14 yvears
or s0, making Md4s for the
military. But now Caolt can
share all of the technology,
cic. This means that mow
Colt can deliver within &G
dhiwvs of when orders come n.
And there will be more mod-
els 1n the coming years.

Indeed, Colt Is coming
Back to the commercial mar-
ket in a big way — and it lit-
erally is part of the corporate
strategy.

"Oat of the box, nothing
runs better than a brand new
Colt,” Campbell said. "It
doesn’t take any break-ln,
cither.”

(kay, how do  the
California compliant Colt AR
rifles work?

I took one LEGIZIDCA
(civilian verslon of the M4)
and one CR&T24CA (24-inch
heavy stainkess steel barrg] —
accurized) to the range for a
rlide.

Quickly it became appar-
emi that the accurlzed rifle
truly could deliver % to B
Inch groups at 104 yards. In
fact, | found myself testing
the amme more than the

rifle, because the better
the loads, the smaller
the groups.

In such situations
where extreme accuracy is
evident, | -sometimes do
some shoricuts 50 | can see
what is happening with a
wider wvarlety of loads, ctc.
ne of these s to do two-
shot double-taps rather than
having to discard very many
groups because of pilot error
I don't do this on just okay
rifles, but when a g is really
dccurate, it can deliver all
day long,

With good ammo, | got
Ik-yard double-taps  that
measured 0,061, (L206, 0126
and 0,126, Then | shot what
turmed out o be a mediocre
three-shot 0,433 group, and
then back to a three-shot
.29 group followed by oa
(22T group.

It became obvious that the
determining factor was the
pllot's Inconsistencies, Put
Bluntly, this Colt AR 1+ so
accurate that it can be wvilid
for any size target as far as
the .223/5.56 is valid. Prairie
dogs at several hundred yards
would be easy,

JIndeed, Colt is
coming back to the
commercial market
in a big way — and
it literally is part of

the corporate

strategy...

The LE&920CA was a
much different experience, 1t
came with the fixed front
sight and Picatinny rail atop
the receiver. | put the stan-
dard carry handlefaperturne
sighit on the rall and sighted
it in

At 25 wvards, the rifle
responded  quickly 1o front
amd rear \Ighl ._||:_‘|||.:'l.1|'|'|1;:'|I:1I
so0 much so that | adjusted,
shot, adjusted, shot, etc. and
deliberately did a wvertical
stitch from bosttom to fop of
the t-inch bullseye.

Al LM wvards, | flred one
quick shot, made what |
thought would be about the
right adjustmint to the right
and then fired again — right in
the ball, Okay, it's a shooter,

For me, AR rifles are sim-
rly addicting, | can't help
shooting and shooting and
shooting. And that is where |
really began to appreciate
what an incredibly  superh
all-around AR the M4 really
1%

It felt right and it shot
right. Indeed, Calts have a
*feel,” and it feels good. That
feel can't be isolated to one
thing or another. It is the
entlre ensemble, all In fune
with ltself, Which makes |t
easier for the operator 1o be
in tune with the rifle.
Amazing how that works.

I shy away from using
superiatives liberally {come
tor think of it, 1 don't do any-
thing liberally, but that's
another story), Anvway, |
don”t hesitate to tell the
world that these Colt rifles
are redlly something special,

It is simply amazing that a
factory cam turn oui such
performance at competitive
prices,

TIGHT GROUPS come easy with the heavy barrel Colt AR, a3 shown here with sub-half-inch groups
at 100 yards on the Champion colorful target




